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Abstract
The Spanish national team’s victory at the 2023 FIFA Women’s World 
Cup took place alongside institutional controversy following the 
inappropriate behaviour by the head of the Spanish Football Federation 
(RFEF) towards a female player. This reignited the debate on gender 
and power in sport. Despite the national team’s achievement, 17.6 % of 
the Spanish population expressed either indifference or dissatisfaction, 
which raised questions about the perception of women’s sporting 
success. Based on data from the CIS Barometer, this study uses multiple 
correspondence analysis and multinomial regressions to analyse the role 
of political and socio-demographic variables in the public’s dissatisfaction 
with the victory. Gender and party identification—especially with 
Vox—were found to be the main determinants. It is suggested that this 
dissatisfaction may be linked to the symbolic feminist loading of the 
victory in a political context marked by ideological polarisation.

Palabras clave
#SeAcabó
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Resumen
La victoria de la selección española en la copa mundial femenina de 
la FIFA 2023 estuvo acompañada de una controversia institucional 
tras el comportamiento inapropiado del presidente de la RFEF 
hacia una jugadora, lo que reavivó el debate sobre género y poder 
en el deporte. Pese al logro, un 17,6 % de la población manifestó 
indiferencia o insatisfacción y planteó interrogantes sobre la 
percepción de los éxitos deportivos femeninos. A partir de datos del 
barómetro del CIS, este estudio analiza el papel de variables políticas 
y sociodemográficas en la insatisfacción con la victoria mediante 
análisis de correspondencias múltiples y regresiones multinomiales; 
sexo e identificación partidista –especialmente con Vox– son los 
principales determinantes. Se sugiere que esta insatisfacción puede 
estar vinculada a la carga simbólica feminista del triunfo en un 
contexto político marcado por la polarización ideológica.
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Introduction

Football is the most universally recognised, 
followed and practised sport in contempo-
rary society. With billions of fans and par-
ticipants, it acts as a powerful emotional 
bond, capable of symbolically representing 
and reinforcing social identities (González, 
2014; Chung, 2023). This representation 
is understood as a process of self-cate-
gorisation whereby individuals distinguish 
between “us” and “them”, as shown by 
research that linked sporting victories to 
greater national pride (Rosenzweig and 
Zhou, 2021; Seippel, 2017; González, 
2014). However, not all social groups ex-
perience the same level of pride or identi-
fication in response to these victories, as 
differences have been observed according 
to gender or ethnicity (Elling, Hilvoorde and 
Dool, 2012; Denham, 2010).

In the case of Spain, one of the key 
variables that has been proven to gen-
erate this form of collective identifica-
tion with different football teams is ter-
r i tor ial  di f ference (Rodríguez, 2015; 
Llopis, 2019). Relevant sources, such as 
the Sports Habits Survey  [Encuesta de 
Hábitos Deportivos (CIS, 2010)], have also 
shown that 11 % of the population did 
not feel proud of the achievements of 
Spanish sportspeople. This percentage 
was higher among women and people 
who placed themselves on the ideologi-
cal left, which also indicates differentiated 
perceptions depending on socio-demo-
graphic and political factors. Moreover, 
despite the prominence of football in 
Spain’s socio-cultural landscape, the ex-
isting theoretical literature on this phe-
nomenon remains limited and focuses pri-
marily on the impact of victories by men’s 
teams (for example, González-Gómez and 
Picazo-Tadeo, 2010), thereby further side-
lining  the analysis of the satisfaction gen-
erated by the achievements of women’s 
teams (Llopis, 2017). An illustrative case 

is that of the Spanish women’s national 
football team, which has traditionally been 
the subject of much less research, media 
and social attention than the men’s team 
(Abuín-Penas and Fontenla-Pedreira, 
2020).

On August 20, 2023, the Spanish wom-
en’s national football team won the FIFA 
Women’s World Cup, a victory that was 
a major step towards their visibility and 
recognition. The road has been long and 
not without conflict, as women football-
ers had been protesting against discrim-
inatory treatment since the early twenti-
eth century and connected their demands 
with those of the feminist movement 
(Torrebadella-Flix, 2016). As Hargreaves 
(2004) pointed out, the participation of 
women in football is in itself a political act 
to achieve equality and legitimise their own 
space in a traditionally masculinised world.

The first direct precedent for this strug-
gle in Spain was the women footballers’ 
strike called in 2019, which paved the 
way for a preliminary agreement to be 
reached that culminated in the so-called ‘F 
League’ becoming professionalised in 2022 
(Moscoso-Sánchez, 2023). Despite these 
advances, the pre-World Cup climate was 
not without controversy either, as it was 
marked, among other things, by the resig-
nation of fifteen players from the national 
team after UEFA Women’s Euro 2022 due 
to discriminatory treatment by the Spanish 
Football Federation (RFEF) (Jiménez, 2023).

With their 2023 victory, the players not 
only achieved sporting but also media rec-
ognition, as they managed to bring 5.5 mil-
lion people in Spain together in front of their 
television sets (RTVE, 2023). It is notewor-
thy that this victory was associated with the 
previous controversy over unequal work-
ing conditions and the assault1 involving the 

1  In February 2025, the defendant was convicted of se-
xual assault, although both parties have appealed the 
sentence (RTVE, 2025).



Julia Duro, Ángela Mesa-Pedrazas, Paloma Egea-Cariñanos, Lucía Granda, Fátima Pineda-Urbano and Samara López-Ruiz� 141

Reis. Rev.Esp.Investig.Sociol. ISSN-L: 0210-5233. N.º 194, April - June 2026, pp. 139-150

then head of the RFEF, Luis Rubiales, who 
kissed the footballer Jenni Hermoso with-
out her consent during the medal ceremony 
following the World Cup  final. The assault 
resulted in legal proceedings being insti-
tuted, coach Jorge Vilda being dismissed 
and Luis Rubiales resigning as head of the 
RFEF (Castro-Martínez and Torres-Martín, 
2024). This incident rapidly spread across 
various media outlets and social networks 
through the #SeAcabó movement, which 
condemned the silence in the face of abuse 
and violence against women in football 
(Moreira and Gutiérrez-Chico, 2023). In ad-
dition to the worldwide media debate it gen-
erated, support for the players became a 
political issue.

Although the victory of the national 
team in the 2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup  
was a milestone in the history of Span-
ish sport, data from the October 2023 CIS 
Barometer show that 9.7 % of the Span-
ish population expressed little or no satis-
faction with this victory, while 6.14 % said 
they were indifferent. The aforementioned 
incident that occurred during the victory 
celebration overshadowed the sporting 
achievement, divided public opinion and 
prompted differing responses from politi-
cal parties. Its significance was such that 
the European Parliament condemned Luis 
Rubiales’ actions, although there was a 
dissenting note by Vox (RTVE/EFE, 2023).

Building on previous evidence that 
has shown variations in satisfaction with 
sporting victories due to socio-demo-
graphic and political factors, and drawing 
on data from the October 2023 CIS Ba-
rometer—which focuses on Spain’s World 
Cup victory—, this research note provides 
an initial analysis of the dissatisfaction 
surrounding the victory of a women’s na-
tional team in Spain.

The aim is to identify the socio-demo-
graphic profiles associated with the differ-
ent degrees of dissatisfaction generated 

by the victory of the Spanish women’s na-
tional football team in the 2023 Women’s 
World Cup. To this end, data from this ba-
rometer were analysed using multiple cor-
respondence analysis and multinomial re-
gression, with party identification serving 
as the primary analytical dimension.

Party identification was found to be the 
main explanatory variable for this dissatis-
faction. Respondents who identified with 
Vox—a party characterised by a clear an-
ti-gender discourse (Cabezas, Pichel and 
Grau, 2023)—showed the highest levels 
of dissatisfaction, followed by those who 
identified with the PP. This may be linked 
to the broader context of demands for 
gender equality and to the symbolic femi-
nist significance that this victory acquired, 
as women were generally less likely than 
men to express dissatisfaction with the 
win. This research contributes to the field 
of sociological studies by exploring the re-
lationship between sport and politics, and 
points to the need to create new frame-
works for analysing women’s sporting 
success.

Methodology

Data and variables

The study analysed secondary data 
from the October 2023 CIS Barometer 
(ECIS3423). The STATA statistical soft-
ware was used to analyse the data. Table 
1 shows the political variable and the five 
socio-demographic variables that were in-
cluded as independent variables. Previous 
research (Hallmann, Breuer and Kühnreich, 
2013; Elling, Hilvoorde and Dool, 2012) has 
highlighted that different segments of the 
population react differently to sport vic-
tories when taking into account factors 
such as gender, educational level and cou-
ntry of origin. Socio-demographic varia-
bles were therefore used as control varia-
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TABLE 1.  Sample description and distribution

  Average/
Percentage

Socio-demographic variables  

Age 50.872%

Gender (ref.: Male) 51.77%

Size of municipality  

Rural 17.65%

Small urban 37.19%

Medium urban 25.46%

Large urban 19.70%

Education Level  

Primary school or lower 4.77%

Secondary 46.65%

Higher Education 48.57%

Activity  

Employees 58.58%

Inactive 22.72%

Unemployed 10.01%

Students 3.53%

Others 5.16%

Political variables  

Vote and sympathy  

PP 26.66%

PSOE 28.63%

Vox 7.21%

Sumar 13.38%

Regionalist 5.34%

Others 4.43%

No sympathy 14.34%

Sport-related variables  

Level of satisfaction with the victory of the Spanish 
women’s national football team in the World Cup

Satisfied 82%

Indifferent 7.29%

Dissatisfied 10.37%

Source:  Prepared by the authors based on CIS (2023).

bles in this study. Football has historically 
been a sphere where emotions and po-
litics converge, thereby rendering it as a 
tool used to promote nationalist ideologies 
(Rodríguez, 2015; Llopis, 2017). In light of 
this, and given the high degree of party po-
liticisation surrounding the World Cup fi-
nal and the related controversies, the party 
identification variable was the main focus 
of the analysis and corresponded to the 
vote+sympathy question in the Barome-
ter. The data were recoded to show iden-
tification with the main parties. Because 
of sample size limitations, minor parties 
(Others) were grouped together under one 
category, and regionalist or pro-indepen-
dence parties under another category. It 
should be noted that the “No sympathy” 
category included the choices of those 
who did not state any party affiliation.

The dependent variable was the degree 
of satisfaction with the victory of the Span-
ish national football team in the World Cup. 
Originally, this variable had five response 
categories, ranging from “Not at all sat-
isfied” to “Very satisfied”. For ease of in-
terpretation, it was recoded for the mul-
tiple correspondence analysis (MCA). In 
this process, the values of “Doesn’t know/
Doesn’t answer” were identified as miss-
ing; the first two and last two values were 
grouped as “dissatisfaction” and “satis-
faction”, respectively; and a third category 
was created that recoded the central cate-
gory as “indifference”.

Empirical strategy

A multiple correspondence analysis (MCA) 
was conducted using the variables gender 
and party identification to classify an ini-
tial profile linked to the degree of satisfac-
tion with winning the 2023 Women’s World 
Cup. This technique provided an initial gra-
phical representation of how the indepen-
dent variables related to the three cate-
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gories within the satisfaction dimension 
(satisfaction, indifference and dissatisfac-
tion) with a view to meeting the research 
objective. The structure of the plotted di-
mensions explained 82.4 % of the total va-
riance in the data.

While this approach to the results re-
vealed clearly defined socio-demographic 
and political profiles across the three cate-
gories of the dependent variable, this pre-
liminary finding was further tested by using 
a multinomial logistic regression with two 
successive models. The first included only 
socio-demographic variables, whereas the 
second incorporated the political dimen-
sion to enhance the model’s explanatory 
power. The Akaike Information Criterion 
(AIC) and Bayesian Information Criterion 
(BIC) were evaluated for this purpose. Fi-
nally, a marginal effects analysis was run to 
test for intra- and inter-party gender differ-
ences. 

Results And Discussion

The majority of the population were satisfied 
with the victory achieved by the women’s 

national team (84.16 %); however, the fo-
cus of the study was on analysing the fac-
tors associated with dissatisfaction. There 
were three different profiles in relation to sa-
tisfaction with the Spanish national team’s 
victory, as shown by the MCA (see Figure 
1). Firstly, satisfaction was not evenly dis-
tributed between men and women, as it 
was more prevalent among voters and sym-
pathisers of parties from the progressive 
spectrum (PSOE and Sumar) and, to a les-
ser extent, among supporters of the Popular 
Party.

Secondly, indifference was mainly as-
sociated with voters of regionalist parties. 
This finding was consistent with previous 
research (Llopis, 2017) which had found the 
following of regional teams to be associated 
with the construction of nationalist identi-
ties in the Basque Country and Catalonia. 
This could explain the absence of a sense 
of pride in the victory of a Spanish national 
team. Indifference was also found among 
those who did not identify with any party.

Finally, dissatisfaction was mainly con-
centrated among people who identified with 
Vox, which suggests a connection with the 
feminist symbolism that this victory came 

FIGURE 1.  MCA between party identification, gender and satisfaction with victory 

Source:  Prepared by the authors based on CIS (2023). 
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to be associated with in the wider context 
of gender equality and ideological polari-
sation debates. These preliminary results 
highlighted the need to delve deeper into 
the political and identity dynamics that in-
fluence the perception of women’s sporting 
success in Spain.

Among those who declared themselves 
dissatisfied with or indifferent to the vic-
tory, the results confirmed that perceptions 
of the victory were significantly shaped by 
socio-demographic variables—particularly 
gender—and that the model’s explanatory 
power increased when the partisan identity 
variable was introduced (Table 2). Only so-
cio-demographic variables were included 
in the first stepwise multinomial logistic 
regression model; in particular, negative 
coefficients for age (-0.011*; -0.010**, re-
spectively) and gender (-0.289*; -0.462***) 
suggested that younger people and women 
were less likely to have an indifferent or dis-
satisfied response to the sporting victory. A 
change in the model’s fit was observed in 
the second model, which included the po-
litical variable in addition to the socio-de-
mographic variables. A comparison of both 
regression models, taking into account the 
AIC and BIC estimators, showed that both 
had a better fit than the null model. Never-
theless, the values of the AIC and BIC were 
lower in the second model than in the one in 
which only control variables were included. 
Therefore it can be argued that the latter of-
fered a better balance between fit and com-
plexity due to its higher log-likelihood.

In this extended model, gender main-
tained its statistical significance, as it 
smoothed the difference between men and 
women in terms of indifference (-0.272*) and 
dissatisfaction (-0.390**). This association 
was particularly revealing: women were sig-
nificantly less likely to express dissatisfac-
tion with the victory. In a similar vein, Hal-
lam, Breuer, and Kühnreich (2013) found 
that women reported the greatest satisfac-
tion with and pride in a national sporting 

success during the 2011 Women’s World 
Cup held in Germany. This suggests an al-
ternative reading in which the victory was 
not only perceived as a sporting achieve-
ment at the national level, but also as an 
achievement for the female gender of the 
national team.

Regarding the categories of the party 
identification variable, the estimated coeffi-
cients showed no significant differences be-
tween the left-wing parties (PSOE and Su-
mar), indicating a broadly consistent and 
predominantly positive attitude towards the 
victory. However, both indifference and dis-
satisfaction increased significantly among 
those who identified with the PP (0.618** 
for indifference; 0.741*** for dissatisfaction), 
Vox (1.055*** and 1.488, respectively) and 
regionalist parties (1.356*** and 0.919***).

These results are of remarkable interest. 
Given the constant assertions in praise of 
Spanish nationalism by Vox, one might in-
tuitively assume that this party would be the 
most satisfied with a national victory in such 
a major event as a World Cup football tour-
nament. In this case, two main factors ap-
pear to explain the radical right’s lower level 
of satisfaction with the victory. The first is 
that it concerned the Spanish women’s na-
tional team, with which they identified less 
strongly; the second relates to the contro-
versies surrounding gender-equality claims 
and non-consensual kissing of world cham-
pion Jenni Hermoso by Luis Rubiales during 
the medal ceremony. In fact, this last inci-
dent and the subsequent public debate on 
whether the kiss was considered sexual as-
sault or an expression of euphoria gave rise 
to social confrontation and clear positioning 
by political parties. PSOE, Sumar and PP 
were in agreement in calling for the resig-
nation of the RFEF head (Público, 2023). 
Vox (2023), for its part, issued a statement 
on social media in which, while portraying 
the action as being rude, it charged against 
“the hypocrisy of false feminism” and “the 
political and media hounding to which Mr 
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Rubiales has been personally subjected”. 
As a result, polarised positions may have 
overshadowed the sporting victory and po-
liticised the perception and meaning of the 
victory for the public as a whole. A size-
able group was added to the previously 
identified profiles: those who declared no 
sympathy for any political party, who also 
showed a higher likelihood of expressing ei-
ther indifference (1.364***) or dissatisfaction 
(0.983***).

These results could suggest the pres-
ence of two distinct forms of symbolic re-
jection: an ideological one, in which the 
right—particularly the radical right repre-
sented by Vox—distanced itself from the 
feminist message and the demand-driven 
side of the victory; and a territorial-identity 
one, in which regionalist or peripheral na-
tionalist sectors might have felt only a weak 
sense of identification with the achieve-
ments of a team representing the State.

The marginal effects analysis (see Figure 2) 
also revealed a strong relationship between 

party identification and the likelihood of 
showing satisfaction or dissatisfaction with 
victory or indifference to it, differentiated 
by gender. The analysis showed that both 
men and women who supported Sumar or 
PSOE were more likely to express satisfac-
tion, with women slightly more likely to be 
satisfied overall. In contrast,  the degree of 
satisfaction in the case of both Vox and the 
PP was significantly lower and gender dif-
ferences appeared to be more marked. On 
the other hand, those who identified them-
selves as regionalists displayed similar lev-
els of satisfaction to those expressed by the 
Spanish right.

The principal group classified under in-
difference consisted of those who identi-
fied with regionalist parties and those who 
declared no party identification. Moreo-
ver, men were slightly and consistently 
more likely to be indifferent across all par-
ties, this difference being slightly more 
marked in the case of regionalist parties. 
Finally, people who identified with right-

FIGURE 2.  �An analysis of average marginal effects of gender by party identification for each category of satis-
faction with victory

Source:  Prepared by the authors based on CIS (2023).
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wing parties were more likely to show dis-
satisfaction and men consistently scored 
higher, regardless of the party. The dif-
ferences were again most noticeable in 
the parties on the right of the ideological 
spectrum and in regionalist parties. 

This analysis reaffirms that, while par-
tisan identity was more influential than 
gender in shaping feelings of dissatisfac-
tion, gender proved to be a more signifi-
cant explanatory factor on the right side 
of the political spectrum than on the left. 
Thus, right-wing women, especially those 
who identified with Vox, seemed to have 
been more influenced by the fact that the 
protagonists of the sporting victory were 
women than by party identification. Dif-
ferences in satisfaction with the victory 
by party therefore did not only occur on 
the basis of the ideological position of 
the party with which individuals identified; 
rather, gender identification partially tran-
scended party alignment.

In this respect, it is important to empha-
sise the symbolic feminist loading carried 
by the very fact that women footballers at-
tain visibility and success in a male-domi-
nated sphere. Previous research has linked 
the support of women’s football to expres-
sions of solidarity with the feminist move-
ment (Pfister, 2015) or women’s empow-
erment (Prinz et al., 2016). In fact, these 
supporters perceive themselves as playing 
an active part in a battle that women foot-
ballers wage in order to achieve equality, 
at least in the sphere of football (Allison 
and Pope, 2021).

Secondly, the feminist loading is also 
evident in the social support shown after 
the sexist aggression against Jenni Her-
moso, both in the stance taken by most 
political parties and in the social response 
through movements such as #SeAcabó, 
which gained international momentum. 
The controversy brought to the centre of 
public debate the struggle that women 
footballers around the world have been 

waging for decades to put an end to the 
abuse, violence and structural inequalities 
that still persist in the masculinised world 
of football (Conde Colmenero, 2020).

In parallel with the struggle of women 
footballers in Spain, recent years have 
witnessed the spread of anti-gender dis-
courses led by Vox, mobilising the far-
right electorate against gender equality 
and feminism (Cabezas, Pichel and Grau, 
2023). Thus, the symbolic feminist loading 
of the victory, together with the social re-
actions and the responses of various lead-
ers and political parties, may help explain 
why those who identified with Vox were 
the most likely to feel dissatisfied. How-
ever, in terms of national identity, it is con-
tradictory that parties such as Vox, which 
tend to show a high patriotic identification 
as part of their ideology and a discourse of 
“us” (Spanish) versus “them” (non-Spanish) 
(Corrochano, 2022), were the most dissat-
isfied with a national victory.

Final considerations

This study explores the profile associa-
ted with dissatisfaction with the victory of 
the women’s national football team in the 
World Cup, where party identification is 
the central focus of analysis. Data from the 
October 2023 CIS Barometer were used to 
this end. The main findings include that the 
most explanatory variables for dissatisfac-
tion were party identification and gender. 
Thus, despite the fact that the vast majority 
of the population was proud of the victory 
of the women’s national team, those who 
showed the greatest dissatisfaction were 
men identified with Vox or, to a lesser ex-
tent, with the Popular Party. Beyond dis-
satisfaction, the data underscore the role 
of both the absence of party identification 
and territorial identity in explaining indiffe-
rence towards this victory, as some sec-
tors of the population may feel only a weak 
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connection to the achievements of a natio-
nal team.

The issue arises as to whether the 
question about satisfaction with the na-
tional team’s victory may subliminally 
reflect social attitudes towards gender 
equality in sport or towards the sexual 
assault incident that occurred during the 
World Cup celebration. This is particularly 
relevant in light of two factors: first, the 
obvious differences in satisfaction levels 
between men and women; and second, 
the fact that the data were collected in 
October 2023, simultaneously to the court 
proceedings (and media “trial”) on the 
Rubiales case. For this reason, it is sug-
gested that the victory of the women’s na-
tional team may have acquired symbolic 
feminist loading due to the demands for 
equal conditions and the social movement 
in response to the non-consensual kiss-
ing of Hermoso. When considered along-
side other studies that have linked football 
played by women to feminism, it is pos-
sible to explain why those who identified 
with Vox tended to express greater dissat-
isfaction, as it was this party that avoided 
condemning the assault and has upheld 
an anti-gender discourse for years.

Ultimately, football and the sporting 
victory of the Spanish women’s football 
team unfortunately took a back seat in 
the national and international press after 
these events occurred. There was a dis-
crepancy between the expected social re-
sponse to a national sporting victory and 
the situation observed in this study. How-
ever, while data availability is limited, the 
results suggest that these victories could 
provide a space to continue fighting for 
gender equality, as well as promoting na-
tionalist sentiments as in the cases of vic-
tories by male teams. In football, it is un-
clear whether a sense of (a female) “them” 
was constructed during the last Wom-
en’s World Cup but, among some sectors, 
there was certainly no (female) “us”.

Limitations

The main limitation is the grouping of 
pro-independence and regionalist parties 
into a single category, which provides a 
somewhat simplistic portrayal of a diverse 
territorial situation and may include a com-
bination of opposing tendencies. In particu-
lar, this methodological strategy, adopted 
for reasons of sample size limitation, re-
duces the ability to understand the phe-
nomenon of indifference to the victory an-
alysed of those who identified with these 
parties.
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