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Key words Abstract

Delinquency This study examines the relationship between immigration and crime in
Spain Spain, with particular attention to the role of demographic, structural,
Standardization and socioeconomic factors. The results suggest that differences in
Immigration crude crime rates between the foreign-born and native-born adult
Nationalities populations are substantially reduced when standardized by age
Types of Crimes and sex. This suggests that the different demographic composition

accounts for a large share of the observed gap. Considerable
heterogeneity is also identified by geographical origin, and no
association is observed between irregular immigration and crime.
Factors such as poverty, social exclusion, and urbanization emerge as
consistent predictors. These findings underscore the need for evidence-
based policies, including regularization and social integration measures,
to reduce tension and promote cohesion. The empirical evidence
challenges the simplistic narrative linking immigration to crime,
underscoring the importance of data-driven policies.

Palabras clave Resumen

Delincuencia Este estudio analiza la relacién entre inmigracion y delincuencia en
Espafia Esparia, con especial atencién al impacto de factores demograficos,
Estandarizacién estructurales y socioeconémicos. Los resultados indican que las
Inmigracién diferencias en las tasas brutas de delincuencia de la poblacion adulta
Nacionalidades extranjera y autdctona se reducen en gran medida al estandarizar por
Tipos de delitos edad y sexo, lo que sugiere que la distinta composicién demografica

contribuye sustantivamente a la brecha observada. Asimismo, se
aprecia una considerable heterogeneidad segun el origen geografico,
y no se halla una asociacién entre inmigracion irregular y delincuencia.
Factores como la pobreza, la exclusion social y el grado de
urbanizacién se presentan como predictores consistentes. El estudio
destaca la necesidad de politicas basadas en evidencia, como la
regularizacién migratoria y la integracién social, para reducir tensiones
y fomentar la cohesién. Aporta evidencia empirica que cuestiona la
narrativa simplista que vincula inmigracién con criminalidad y subraya
la importancia de politicas basadas en datos.
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INTRODUCTION!

Since the 1990s, Spain has undergone a
profound sociodemographic transformation
driven by sustained immigration flows. As a
result, the country represents a key case for
examining the relationship between immi-
gration and integration in Europe. In 1998,
foreigners accounted for only 1.6 % of the
population. However, by 2023, this figure
had risen to 13 %. During this period, the
percentage of Spaniards born abroad also
increased, rising from 1.5 % to 6.5 % (see
Figure 1). According to data from the Per-
manent Observatory of Immigration (OPI),
an estimated 2.05 million people obtained
Spanish nationality through residence bet-
ween 2007 and 2023.

Given the growing demand for young
workers driven by Spain’s aging population,
immigration to this country is expected to
continue over the coming decades, regard-
less of any restrictive policies that may be
implemented by future governments.

FIGURE 1. Evolution of the percentage of foreign-born
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According to a survey conducted by
SocioMétrica in July 2025, 73 % of Span-
iards considered the number of immi-
grants to be excessive, and 81 % sup-
ported stricter measures targeting illegal
immigration (Ruiz Coll, 2025). These find-
ings underscore the influence of social
perceptions on the debate over immigra-
tion.

In Europe and the United States, im-
migration has often led to polarized dis-
course linking it with increased insecurity.
However, scientific research suggests a
more nuanced situation. Most studies find
no direct link between immigration and
crime (Maghularia and Ubelmesser, 2019)
and some have even suggested that immi-
gration may contribute to reducing crime
rates (Ousey and Kubrin, 2018).

Despite the importance of this issue,
few empirical studies have examined the
relationship between immigration and
crime in Spain. Garcia Espafa (2020 and
2024) has conducted extensive research
on the topic, offering valuable theories
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for the debate. She argues that immigra-
tion may contribute to reducing crime, al-
though empirical evidence supporting this
claim in Spain remains limited.

Alonso Borrego, Garoupa and Vazquez
(2012) analyzed the impact of immigration
on crime rates at a provincial level between
1999 and 2009. After considering various
socioeconomic variables, they concluded
that the increase in the immigrant popu-
lation did not have a significant impact on
serious crimes. They highlighted the im-
portance of language and education in pro-
moting integration.

After interviewing 173 immigrants, Garcia
Espafa, Aguilar-Jurado and Contreras-
Roman (2020) determined that crime is mainly
linked to a lack of social cohesion and high
levels of neighborhood conflict.

This study addresses the existing gap in
the literature by conducting a quantitative
analysis of the relationship between immi-
gration and crime in Spain. Demographic,
structural, and socioeconomic factors are
incorporated.

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

Various theories have explained a possi-
ble increase or decrease in crime asso-
ciated with immigration. Among the theo-
ries supporting an increase in crime, the
demographic profile predisposed to crime
stands out. According to this theory, im-
migration increases the proportion of the
population in age groups that are at a hig-
her risk of criminal behavior, such as ado-
lescents and young adults (Ousey and
Kubrin, 2009).

Social disorganization theory sug-
gests that, by increasing cultural diver-
sity and residence mobility, immigration
complicates community cohesion and
the development of shared values. These
conditions supposedly weaken social

mechanisms for crime control and pre-
vention, especially in host communities
with high linguistic and cultural diversity
(Sampson, 2008).

From an economic perspective, some
studies have suggested that immigration
may intensify labor competition in sectors
having a high concentration of low-skilled
workers. This, in turn may generate social
and economic tension between the native
and immigrant populations (Butcher and
Piehl, 1998).

The life chance theory argues that the
obstacles faced by immigrants in society
(such as discrimination or a lack of access
to education and employment) may lead
to crime (Ousey and Kubrin, 2009).

Conversely, some theories argue that
immigration in fact, reduces crime. Posi-
tive selection theory suggests that immi-
grants are typically motivated, young, and
less likely to commit crimes, given that
they seek to improve their lives (Chiswick,
1999). Furthermore, the economic bene-
fits of immigration, such as filling jobs re-
jected by the native population and stim-
ulating growth, encourage stability and
reduce crime (Butcher and Piehl, 1998).
The fear of deportation is likely to deter
immigrants from committing crimes, and
their integration into the labor market re-
duces the time available to commit of-
fenses.

METHODOLOGY AND SOURCES

Kubrin and Ousey (2023) argue that lon-
gitudinal research following the same in-
dividuals over a prolonged period is the
most appropriate approach to use for this
topic. This method, however, has various
limitations, since it requires long-term fol-
low-up and substantial resources, compli-
cating its implementation. Therefore, most
available research has been cross-sec-
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tional, relying on data from different gen-
erations of migrants at specific points in
time. Given the available information, this
study uses a cross-sectional analysis.

Analyzing the relationship between
immigration and crime presents certain
methodological challenges, especially in
terms of measurement. According to the
International Organization for Migration,
an immigrant is an individual who moves
their habitual residence to another coun-
try; therefore, not all foreigners in Spain
are immigrants.

Another challenge refers to the meas-
urement of crime. We have calculated the
crude crime rates for each period as fol-
lows:

Number of crimes
"~ Population at risk

x 100,000

For the numerator in this study, the
following has been used: “Statistics on
Convicted Persons: Adults” from Spain’s
National Institute of Statistics (INE). This
database provides annual information
on the sociodemographic characteris-
tics of individuals who have been defini-
tively convicted. Approximately 5.6 million
crimes resulting in convictions between
2007 and 2023 have been analyzed. This
study prioritizes the analysis of crimes
over that of convicted individuals, since
the same individual may have committed
several crimes during the same period.

Data from municipal registers (INE)
were used to calculate the denomina-
tor. Registration with the municipal reg-
ister permits access to essential services
and may be key to regularizing resi-
dency, given that it proves legal status in
Spain. Therefore, it is a fundamental tool
for quantifying and analyzing the resident
population, including undocumented im-
migrants.

This study uses the following two com-
plementary methodological approaches:

1) Multiple regression analysis.

2) Calculation of standardized crime
rates according to the nationality of
offenders.

MULTIPLE REGRESSION ANALYSIS

We estimated two multiple regression mod-
els to quantify the association between the
crude crime rate and a set of socioeco-
nomic variables. The following information
was compiled for the fifty Spanish provinces
and the cities of Ceuta and Melilla (data ob-
tained from the INE):

Dependent variable:

“Crude crime rate” of the total popula-
tion aged 18 or over per one hundred thou-
sand inhabitants during the 2020-2022 pe-
riod (all crimes).

Independent variables:

(unless otherwise specified, the following
data refers to the 2018-2020 period).

— % Foreigners: percentage of foreign-
ers aged 18 and over registered in each
province.

— Percentage of foreigners originating from
different geographical areas:

— % EU countries without Spain.

— % European countries (not EU).

- % Africa.

- % Latin America.

- % Asia.

— Mean age: Mean age of the total popula-
tion aged 18 and over.

— Sex ratio: number of males per one hun-
dred females in the total population
aged 18 and over.

— % City: Percentage of the total popula-
tion that resides in cities with total popu-
lations of fifty thousand or more inhabit-
ants in 2021.

Reis. Rev.Esp.Investig.Sociol. ISSN-L: 0210-5233. N.° 195, July - September 2026, pp. 103-134



JesUs Javier Sanchez Barricarte

107

— Unemployment rate: Mean unemploy-
ment rate of the total population (Labor
Force Survey, EPA).

— Education: Percentage of the total
population aged 20 and over having
completed higher education studies
in vocational or university settings in
2021.

Multiple regression analysis was per-
formed using data from court rulings dur-
ing the 2020-2022 period, using sociode-
mographic indicators corresponding to
2018-2020 as independent variables. This
lag reflects the average duration of judi-
cial proceedings (2.3 years according to
the General Council of the Judiciary). It
seeks to approximate the real context in
which the sentenced crimes occurred in
order to better interpret the factors asso-
ciated with criminality.

Regression analysis is used to deter-
mine whether the presence of a foreign
population is statistically associated with
provincial crime rates, while controlling
for covariates. Given the higher incidence
of crime among males and young peo-
ple (Ousey and Kubrin, 2009), we have
included the following variables in the
model: “mean age” and “sex ratio”. Fur-
thermore, because the intensity of crime
varies between rural and urban areas
(Ceccato, 2015), and the economic con-
text associated with variations in crime
levels (Torres-Téllez, 2023), two addi-
tional variables have been included: the
percentage of the population residing in
cities of fifty thousand or more inhab-
itants, and the unemployment rate. Fi-
nally, we have included a variable that re-
flects the population’s educational level,
since numerous studies have found neg-
ative associations between educational
level and criminality (Ruiz Morales, 2018).
The results of the regression analysis, ex-
pressed in standardized beta values, are
shown in Table 1. For further details, re-

fer to Tables A1 and A2 found in the on-
line appendix.

TABLE 1. Estimates of the brute crime rate

Variable Model 1 Model 2
z%Foreigners 0.078

z%EU countries without -0.085
Spain

z%European countries 1.046 *
minus the EU

z%Africa -0.753
z%Latin America -0.179
z%Asia -0.055
zMean Age -0.355 -0.483 **
Sex ratio 0.043 -0.077
z%City 0.430 **  0.355***
zUnemployment Rate 0.218 0.037
zEducation 0.084 0.149
Adjusted R? 0.629 0.707

P value < 0.001***; < 0.01**; < 0.05%; < 0.1°.

Source: Author’s own creation based on data from the INE.

In the first model, the “% Foreigners”
variable was not statistically significant.
In this context, no robust independent
association with the rate was observed
when considering the other covariates.
This finding coincides with the results re-
ported by Alonso Borrego, Garoupa and
Vazquez (2012).

The second model, which offers a
breakdown of immigration by region of
origin, provides a more detailed analy-
sis. Here, a positive and statistically sig-
nificant association is observed between
the presence of individuals from the pop-
ulation referred to as “Europe not EU”
and crime rates. This link may be related
to the existence of organized crime net-
works.
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However, for other groups, such as
those coming from Africa, Asia, EU coun-
tries or Latin America, the coefficients were
not statistically significant. This indicates
that there is no evidence of a clear inde-
pendent association with the rate in the
specified model. These results underscore
the need for a more nuanced approach.
In these models, the most consistent pre-
dictors are urbanization and median age.
The percentage of foreign-born popula-
tion does not show a robust independent
association. Although Ruiz Morales (2018)
found educational quality to be a relevant
factor in reducing criminality, our models
(Table 1) show no statistically significant
association with educational level.

STANDARDIZED CRIME RATES
BY NATIONALITY

Treating the foreign population in Spain
as a homogeneous group entails a seri-
ous methodological risk, as it may con-
ceal the considerable diversity in the so-
cioeconomic and demographic conditions
of its members. To address this issue, it
is essential to calculate crime rates disag-
gregated by the geographical origin of the
population subgroups.

Because crime is a variable that is
highly influenced by factors such as age
and sex, and since the demographic
structure of the different subgroups mak-
ing up the resident population in Spain
has significant differences, a standardiza-
tion procedure must be applied.

This study used the so-called direct
standardization method. This technique al-
lows for a neutralization of the effect of
differences in age structure between the
population groups being compared. This
procedure involves applying the age-spe-
cific rates for each group to the distribu-
tion of a previously defined standard popu-

lation. This results in a standardized overall
rate and permits the making of more equi-
table comparisons. In this study, the pro-
portional age distribution of the adult pop-
ulation (both sexes) residing in Spain in
2021-2023 was used as the standard popu-
lation (see Table A4 of the online appendix).

The total standardized rate for both sexes
was obtained as a weighted average of the
standardized rates by sex, using the weights
of the sex distribution of the adult population
of Spain in 2021-2023 (see Table A5).

The gap between the rates for Span-
iards and foreigners narrows by 48 % upon
standardizing for age and sex (see Table 2).
In other words, approximately half of the
difference can be explained by the different
demographic structure. The immigrant pop-
ulation is concentrated in younger cohorts
and includes a higher proportion of males.
These are groups which, according to the
evidence, report higher crime rates (Ousey
and Kubrin, 2009; Sampson, 2008). Finally,
the fact that women have lower rates under-
scores the need to include sex in the analy-
sis of crime.

Table 3 presents age- and sex-stand-
ardized rates by geographic origin. Only
the most representative countries from
each group are listed. The group of Bal-
kan countries includes Albania, Bosnia
and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro,
North Macedonia, and Serbia. The so-
called “lslamic world” group includes
Maghreb, the Middle East (excluding
Israel) and Southwest Asia. The “Afflu-
ent countries (not EU)” group includes
countries from America, Europe, Asia and
Oceania (see Table A3 of the online ap-
pendix for more details). Of the informa-
tion included in Table 3, the following key
aspects are noteworthy:

1) Sex ratio: Due to migration selection
biases, the number of men per 100
women among foreigners is higher (105)
than among Spaniards (94). However,
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TABLE 2. Crime rates (per 100,000) of the adult population in Spain, classified by sex and nationality (2007-

2023)
Both sexes Men Women
Nationality Brute Crime  Standardized  Brute Crime  Standardized  Brute Crime  Standardized
Rate Crime Rate Rate Crime Rate Rate Crime Rate

Spain 709 675 1,240 1,163 211 215

All foreigners 1,906 1,294 3,245 2,281 505 364
Difference For. - Spain 1,197 619 2,006 1,118 294 150
Reduction of differences

between foreigners and

48.3% 44.2% 49.1%

Spaniards when rates are
standardized

Source: Author’s own creation based on data from the INE.

there is considerable variability between

countries. For example, for Mali it is

1082 men for every 100 women, while

for Nicaragua it is only 32.

2) Gender differences in crime rates: On
average, rates among males are six
times higher than those found for fe-
males.

3) Comparisons between Spaniards and
foreigners: Even after controlling for
age and sex, crime rates among for-
eigners are almost double those of
Spaniards. It is relevant to highlight
the heterogeneity in criminal behavior
within the foreign population.

4) Differences by geographical group-
ings:

— The population from Asia and the
Pacific has crime rates that are al-
most 50 % lower than those of
Spaniards.

— In contrast, those from “Eastern
Europe (not EU)” and Latin Amer-
ica have rates that are 2.5 times
higher.

— Groups from the Islamic world
and from Sub-Saharan Africa had
higher rates than the average found
for the foreign population as a
whole.

— On average, the crime rates from
the “Affluent countries (not EU)”
and from the European Union (both
eastern and western) were higher
than those observed in the Spanish
population.

5) Variability by country: The differences
are even greater when analyzing
the rates by country of origin. Some
countries from Africa (Mali), Latin
America (Mexico), and the Islamic world
(Pakistan), European Union (Germany
and ltaly) and Asia and the Pacific
(India, China and the Philippines) had
rates that were lower than those of
the Spaniards. The high crime rates
found for the Balkans and Georgia
are noteworthy, as they exceed those
found in the Spanish population by
nine times. Algerians, Ecuadorians, and
Dominicans also had high rates, more
than three times higher than those of
the Spanish population. Colombians,
Cubans, Peruvians, Bolivians, French,
Moroccans, Nigerians, Belgians, and
Romanians had crime rates that were
more than double those of Spaniards.

Table A7 of the online appendix de-
tails the crime rates by nationality and by
crime type.
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TABLE 3. Standardized crime rates (per 100,000) of the adult population in Spain, classified by sex and nationality
(2007-2023). Direct standardization

ALL CRIMES (5,546,965 crimes; 100 %)
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Eastemn Europe (notEU) 1,669 25 3,137 2,832 2.4 573 2.7 66
Balkans and Georgia 6,018 8.9 318 9,185 7.9 3,034 141 103
Russia 1,132 1.7 922 1,878 1.6 429 2.0 41
Ukraine 945 1.4 1,420 1,674 1.4 259 1.2 72
Latin America 1,662 2.5 21,030 2,986 2.6 415 1.9 74
Ecuador 2,377 3.5 3,278 4,423 3.8 450 2.1 104
Dominican Republic 2,072 3.1 1,086 3,677 3.2 560 2.6 74
Cuba 1,898 2.8 850 3,191 2.7 679 3.2 81
Colombia 1,880 2.8 3,678 3,320 2.9 523 2.4 77
Peru 1,732 2.6 1,684 3,057 2.6 483 2.3 86
Bolivia 1,619 2.4 2,062 2,975 2.6 342 1.6 72
Nicaragua 1,235 1.8 439 2,268 1.9 261 1.2 32
Brazil 1,135 1.7 1,387 1,785 1.5 522 2.4 52
Honduras 1,119 1.7 915 2,105 1.8 190 0.9 34
Paraguay 1,101 1.6 1,192 1,968 1.7 284 1.3 42
Argentina 959 1.4 1,493 1,637 1.4 320 1.5 95
Venezuela 943 1.4 1,476 1,627 1.4 299 1.4 70
Mexico 640 0.9 390 1,136 1.0 172 0.8 64
Islamic world 1,537 23 12,139 2,844 2.4 306 1.4 167
Algeria 3,161 4.7 791 5,986 5.1 500 2.3 223
Morocco 1,553 2.3 9,722 2,875 2.5 307 1.4 151
Pakistan 436 0.6 1,064 824 0.7 70 0.3 384
Sub-Saharan Africa 1,311 1.9 3,153 2,170 1.9 501 2.3 288
Nigeria 1,829 2.7 536 2,824 2.4 892 4.2 149
Senegal 1,108 1.6 957 1,939 1.7 326 1.5 504
Mali 613 0.9 368 1,070 0.9 182 0.8 1,082
All foreigners 1,294 1.9 74,047 2,281 2.0 364 1.7 105
Eastern EU 1,265 1.9 13,795 2,159 1.9 423 2.0 99
Romania 1,318 2.0 10,081 2,262 1.9 428 2.0 101
Poland 1,056 1.6 951 1,924 1.7 238 1.1 87
Bulgaria 932 1.4 2,011 1,420 1.2 472 2.2 107
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TABLE 3. Standardized crime rates (per 100,000) of the adult population in Spain, classified by sex and nationality
(2007-2023). Direct standardization (Continuation)

ALL CRIMES (5,546,965 crimes; 100 %)

Both sexes Men Women
Nationality g - B c E < P
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Western EU 888 1.3 14,766 1,564 1.3 250 1.2 112
France 1,636 2.4 1,634 2,976 2.6 373 1.7 100
Belgium 1,411 21 522 2,513 2.2 374 1.7 105
Portugal 1,262 1.9 1,658 2,182 1.9 395 1.8 156
Netherlands 994 1.5 742 1,766 1.5 267 1.2 110
United Kingdom (EU) 778 1.2 3,742 1,399 1.2 193 0.9 102
Germany 661 1.0 2,281 1,146 1.0 205 1.0 97
ltaly 593 0.9 3,044 1,007 0.9 204 1.0 135
Affluent countries 772 11 2,270 1,367 1.2 212 1.0 95
(not EV)
Switzerland 1,189 1.8 238 2,086 1.8 345 1.6 91
United Kingdom 1,009 1.5 1,033 1,752 1.5 308 1.4 105
(not EV)
Norway 692 1.0 234 1,264 1.1 153 0.7 100
United States 422 0.6 468 736 0.6 126 0.6 86
Spain 675 1.0 583,468 1,163 1.0 215 1.0 94
Asia and the Pacific 426 0.6 3,739 714 0.6 155 0.7 113
India 438 0.6 558 816 0.7 82 0.4 213
China 431 0.6 2,404 698 0.6 180 0.8 103
Philippines 360 0.5 459 646 0.6 89 0.4 58

Note: The “All foreigners” group also includes stateless individuals and those with unknown nationalities.
The confidence intervals, at 95 % of the rates, are presented in Table A6.

Source: Author’s own creation based on data from the INE.

EVOLUTION OF THE CRIME RATES
IN FOREIGNERS AND SPANIARDS

According to Figure 2, between 2007 and
2023, standardized total crime rates increased
substantially. However, this increase was grea-
ter among the Spanish population (+120 %)
than among the foreign-born population
(+70 %). In July 2015, a reform of the Crimi-
nal Code reclassified misdemeanors as minor

offenses, accounting for part of the observed
increase in rates. Examining specific crimes of
major public concern, we find that homicide ra-
tes decreased among Spaniards (-18 %) but
increased among foreigners (+8 %). For other
offenses, such as sexual and general assault,
the increase was more pronounced among the
Spanish population.

It may be argued that the increase ob-
served among the native population re-
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flects the naturalization process of a large
number of immigrants. Since official con-
viction statistics record nationality but not
country of birth, it is impossible to accu-
rately quantify what exact proportion of
the increase in crime rates among Span-
ish nationals may be attributed to natu-
ralization. However, as shown in Figure
2, while the proportion of Spanish na-
tionals born abroad increased by 180 %,
the overall crime rate among the Span-
ish population increased by a consider-
ably smaller margin (+120 %). Therefore,
attributing the increase in crime among
Spanish nationals to naturalization pro-
cesses is an insufficient explanation.

It is more plausible to link the rise in
these rates to structural socioeconomic
factors. The nearly 50 % increase in the
crime rate among the Spanish population
between 2007 and 2014 coincided with
the social deterioration that began with
the 2008 global financial crisis. According
to the EPA, the unemployment rate went

from 8.2 % in 2007 to 26.1 % in 2013, re-
flecting a major deterioration in the labor
market. At the same time, the Living Con-
ditions Survey (INE) shows that the pro-
portion of people at risk of poverty or so-
cial exclusion (AROPE rate) also increased
from 23 % in 2007 t0 29.2 % in 2014.

In contrast, the increase in the crime
rate among the foreign population was
more limited. Faced with the difficult eco-
nomic circumstances beginning around
2008, many foreign residents chose to re-
turn to their countries of origin. According
to data from the Spanish National Sta-
tistics Institute (INE), between 2010 and
2014 the net migration of the foreign pop-
ulation was negative, with a net departure
of 434 000 people. This net departure,
mainly affecting unemployed individu-
als or those having less established ties
to the community, may have contributed
to the fact that crime rates for this pop-
ulation of foreigners did not increase as
sharply as the Spanish population.

FIGURE 2. Evolution of the percentage of Spaniards born abroad and of the standardized crime rates according
to nationality of the adult population (both sexes) (year 2007=base 100)
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As of 2020, the deterioration of the so-
cioeconomic conditions resulting from the
COVID-19 pandemic increased the crime
rate among the Spanish population more
than among foreigners. In the crises ana-
lyzed, the relative increase was greater
for Spaniards than for foreigners.

IS THERE A RELATIONSHIP
BETWEEN IRREGULAR IMMIGRATION
AND CRIME?

In today’s political debate, an idea pre-
dominates that immigration should be “or-
dered, legal and safe”. This widely ac-
cepted formulation reflects a legitimate
concern about controlling migration flows.
It also implicitly conveys the perception
that irregular immigration constitutes a
threat to public order and citizen security.

With the aggregates available in Ta-
ble 3, no positive correlation was iden-
tified between administrative irregularity
and crime levels. In fact, the standard-
ized crime rates of some groups from Eu-
ropean Union countries (such as France,
Belgium, Romania, and Portugal, all with
legal residency) were found to be higher
than those of groups having a significant
presence of undocumented immigrants.
Thus, populations including nationalities
from Nicaragua, Russia, Brazil, Honduras,
Paraguay, Senegal, Ukraine, Venezuela,
and Argentina had lower standardized
rates than populations from Eastern Eu-
rope as a whole. Furthermore, individuals
from Mexico, Mali, Pakistan, China, India,
and the Philippines registered rates that
were even lower than those of the Spanish
population.

In accordance with the data compiled
by Funcas (2024), we have estimated that,
between 2017 and 2023, the proportion
of undocumented immigrants from the to-
tal foreign population increased by 345 %.

Meanwhile, the standardized crime rate
of all foreigners decreased by 2 %. In-
creases in homicides (+19 %), sexual of-
fenses (+28 %), and assaults (+5 %) were
significantly lower than this increase in the
proportion of undocumented immigrants.
Therefore, according to available data, the
higher proportion of undocumented immi-
grants within the foreign population has
not translated into an increase in the over-
all crime rate for this group (Figure 3).

According to a 2024 survey conducted
by Sigma Dos, respondents in Spain ex-
pressed greater sympathy towards immi-
grants from Latin America (33.5 %) and
neighboring European countries (28 %). In
contrast, the groups generating the least
sympathy were North Africans (2.4 %),
Eastern Europeans (5.4 %), Asians
(6.5 %), and sub-Saharan Africans (8.9 %)
(Torre, 2024).

The data in Table 3 reveal a disconnect
existing between levels of social sym-
pathy toward certain foreign groups and
their actual crime rates. For example, al-
though on average, the Latin American
population has one of the highest crime
rates (1662), it is the group that tends to
generate the most sympathy. This may
be explained by the shared history be-
tween Spain and Latin America, and by
cultural similarities in areas such as lan-
guage, traditions, and religious customs.
These similarities may reduce social ten-
sions and foster positive attitudes towards
this group.

Conversely, the low level of sympathy
towards the Asian and sub-Saharan pop-
ulations is unjustified by their crime rates.
In fact, the Asian and Pacific population
(426) had a lower crime rate than that of
the Spanish population (675). The rate of
the sub-Saharan population (1311) was
close to the average for the foreign pop-
ulation (1294). The limited social accept-
ance of these groups appears to be more
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FIGURE 3. Evolution of the percentage of the population with an irregular immigration status in the foreign po-
pulation group and of the standardized crime rates of foreign adults in Spain (both sexes) (year

2017=base 100)
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Source: Author’s own creation based on data from Funcas (2024) and the INE.

related to prejudices, stereotypes, and
linguistic, cultural, and religious barriers
than to their actual crime rates.

SOCIAL AND STRUCTURAL
DETERMINANTS IN THE
RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
IMMIGRATION AND CRIME

Tables 2, 3, and A7 reveal that, even
when controlling for age and sex, the
foreign-born population commits al-
most twice as many crimes as the Span-
ish-born population. However, these data
do not allow us to conclude that having
the status of immigrant implies a greater
propensity for crime. In addition to age
and sex, many other variables influence
the crime rate of any social group, re-
gardless of whether they are native-born

or foreign-born. Some of these factors
have been analyzed below:

Foreign # immigrant

It is crucial to distinguish between the
terms “foreigner” and “immigrant”. Many
foreigners have no plans to establish resi-
dency in Spain, which is a prerequisite for
being considered an immigrant. Official
crime statistics record the nationality of
those who have been convicted, but not
their residency status. This lack of infor-
mation makes it impossible to determine
who can truly be considered immigrants
within the foreign population.

Some foreign nationals, although not im-
migrants, have been convicted of crimes
committed during temporary stays in the
country, for either work or tourism. Accord-
ing to data on tourist movements at borders
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(FRONTUR), Spain received an annual av-
erage of 62.3 million international tourists
between 2007 and 2023. Criminal offenses
were also found to have been committed by
these individuals.

The activity of transnational, itiner-
ant criminal groups has been confirmed.
These groups consist of non-EU citizens
from Eastern Europe who legally enter
the Schengen Area and travel briefly be-
tween countries, complicating police action
(Europol, 2024). They specialize in thefts of
homes, businesses, and busy public places,
including pickpocketing. They benefit from
the limitations of the Spanish judicial sys-
tem, which often allows for their rapid re-
lease, thus encouraging recidivism.

According to the European Drug Re-
port 2023, Spain is one of the main drug en-
try points for Europe. It is one of the coun-
tries with the highest number of illegal drug
seizures and has above average domestic
consumption. Furthermore, according to
Europol (2024), Spain has become a haven
for international organized crime, harbor-
ing criminal organizations originating from
thirty-three countries.

International organized crime responds
to the dynamics of illicit markets, geostrat-
egy, and opportunities, and operates in-
dependently of migration flows related to
residence and settlement. Failing to distin-
guish between tourists, itinerant criminals,
and residents intending to settle, by using
criminal statistics for foreigners as an esti-
mate of those for the immigrant population
inevitably leads to an overestimation error.
This may explain the high rates recorded for
the “Balkans and Georgia” group (see Table
3). When calculating these statistics, those
convicted from this group are included in
the numerator, even though many of them
do not reside in Spain. If official statistics in-
cluded information on the residency status
of convicted individuals, it would be possi-
ble to calculate the actual crime rates of the
immigrant population more accurately.

Managerialism

Garcia Espafna (2024) used the Spanish term
gerencialismo or managerialism to describe
a penal approach that focuses on admin-
istrative efficiency. It concentrates surveil-
lance on supposedly at-risk groups, such as
immigrants. This model fosters discrimina-
tory practices such as ethnic profiling in po-
lice identifications, which contributes to the
overrepresentation of these groups in crimi-
nal statistics. In the case of Spain, such dy-
namics have been extensively documented
by Arenas Garcia and Garcia Espafa (2022).

Underreporting of crimes committed by
nationals

White-collar crimes, such as financial fraud,
corruption, and tax evasion, tend to be com-
mitted by upper-class individuals. They are
more prevalent amongst the native popula-
tion as compared to immigrants. However,
they tend to receive less attention from the
judicial system due to certain structural bi-
ases. Offenders usually have economic and
legal resources that allow them to influence
the course of legal proceedings. Meanwhile,
public perception tends to downplay the seri-
ousness of these crimes as compared to vio-
lent or street crimes. Esquinas Valverde (2023)
showed that, in Spain, there is a large gap be-
tween the number of white-collar crimes car-
ried out and the sentences that are actually
imposed. This difference may be attributed to
deficiencies in the penal system and dynamics
of privilege. Therefore, crimes that are commit-
ted by native Spaniards are likely to be under-
represented in official statistics. This may lead
to a significant bias when comparing crime
levels between nationals and immigrants.

Distorted judicial system

According to Garcia Espafa (2024), the ju-
dicial system highlights practices that re-
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strict equitable access to justice for certain
vulnerable groups, especially the immigrant
population. These barriers include the fol-
lowing:

— Lack of adequate legal assistance.

— Acceptance of plea agreements without
a full understanding of their implications.

— Lack of qualified interpreters, placing im-
migrants at a disadvantage.

Sanchez et al. (2024) found that, be-
tween 1996 and 2022, 44.4 % of those who
were wrongfully convicted in Spain were
foreign nationals. This is an overrepresenta-
tion when comparing them to their average
presence in the prison population (29 %).
This data suggests that the foreign popula-
tion is at greater risk of unjust convictions.
These limitations partly explain the dispro-
portionate weight of foreign nationals in
criminal statistics.

Legal status of immigrants

Until its reform in May 2025, which reduced
the period to two years, the 2011 immi-
gration regulations required three years of
ongoing residence in Spain as a prereq-
uisite for regularization based on social in-
tegration. In practice, this regulatory frame-
work indirectly contributes to perpetuating
the underground economy and maintaining
groups of undocumented immigrants for ex-
tended periods. This can clearly increase
social vulnerability and facilitate the com-
mitting of crimes.

Between 2017 and 2023, the Spanish
authorities expelled an average of 1400
foreigners annually due to an “irregular
stay”, another five hundred and thirty for
having a “sentence or substitution of sen-
tence” and another thousand for “other
causes” (Jara, 2023). According to our
estimates and based on data from Funcas
(2024), this is equivalent to a rate of only
3.7 expulsions for irregular stay per thou-

sand individuals with this immigration sta-
tus. This low volume may be partly ex-
plained by the high average cost of each
expulsion (approximately €2300) during
that period, according to Ondarra (2024).
And this does not include the costs of de-
tention, legal assistance, police interven-
tion, and court proceedings. Deporting
the large number of irregular immigrants
would result in a financial burden that
would be difficult to bear.

Recent studies in other contexts have
suggested that regularizing the legal sta-
tus of immigrants may help reduce the
crime levels within this group (Gunadi,
2020; Pinotti, 2017; Mastrobuoni and
Pinotti, 2015; Baker, 2015). Access to the
formal labor market not only increases in-
come, but it also increases the opportu-
nity cost of crime, jeopardizing economic
and social stability. Immigration regular-
ization policies not only represent a hu-
manitarian response, but they may also
be effective tools for improving security
and social cohesion (Martinez-Schuldt
and Martinez, 2017).

Elias, Monras and Vazquez-Grenno
(2025) demonstrated that the mass regu-
larization of some 600 000 immigrants in
Spain in 2005, most of which were low-
skilled workers, not only improved their
income and working conditions, but it
had no adverse effects on employment
or wages for the native population. Fur-
thermore, Social Security contributions
increased by approximately 4000 euros
annually for each regularized immigrant,
with no evidence of an additional increase
in public spending on healthcare or edu-
cation.

Despite the criticism that it has gen-
erated in certain sectors, regularization
should not be viewed as a renunciation of
the sovereign right of states to manage
their borders. On the contrary, it consti-
tutes a pragmatic tool used to address a
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structural migration reality that cannot be
resolved solely through control or expul-
sion mechanisms. Far from rewarding ille-
gality, regularization is a protective meas-
ure for society as a whole. It contributes to
reducing marginalization and informal em-
ployment. Expulsions should be applied
selectively and in cases posing serious
threats to public safety, and not as a gen-
eral migration management mechanism.

It is crucial to recognize that many
undocumented immigrants —especially
those with fewer qualifications—perform
jobs that the native population is often
unwilling to do. Acknowledging this fact
means recognizing a strategic necessity.
This is especially the case if we are to
consider that a country’s most valuable
resource is its people, assuming that they
can live in freedom and fully develop their
innate creativity.

It is not necessary to resort to mass
deportations, since many immigrants
leave the country voluntarily when the la-
bor market no longer requires their work-
force. According to data from the Span-
ish National Statistics Institute (INE),
between 2010 and 2014 (years of se-
vere economic crisis), net migration bal-
ances were negative: -198 000 people
from Latin America, -140 000 from the
European Union, -122 000 from Africa (of
which -87 000 were Moroccan and Alge-
rian nationals), and -9000 from Asia.

Although the number of people illegally
entering Spain in small boats and rafts, or
by scaling the fences of Ceuta and Melilla,
has increased in recent decades, in 2023
only 5 % of undocumented immigrants
were of African origin (Funcas, 2024). This
is because Spain’s southern border has
become one of the deadliest in the world.
According to the NGO Caminando Fron-
teras, 10 500 people died attempting to
reach Spain by sea in 2024. This figure
does not include deaths that took place

during the journey through African terri-
tory. Far from representing an opportu-
nity, this migration route has become an
extreme and deadly option.

A large proportion of African immi-
grants entering Spain do not remain in
the country. Between 2021 and 2023, ap-
proximately 43 000 people from Africa
entered the country illegally each year,
according to figures and reports from the
Ministry of the Interior. Another 53 000
entered with long-term visas, accord-
ing to records from the Office of the In-
spectorate of Migration (OPI). However,
according to the National Statistics In-
stitute’s (INE) Migration and Change of
Residence Statistics, over 80 000 Afri-
cans residing in Spain emigrated abroad
each year during that same period.

In 2023, 87 % of all undocumented
immigrants in Spain came from Latin
American countries (Funcas, 2024). These
immigrants, while geographically distant,
have strong linguistic, historical, and cul-
tural ties. The native Spanish population
tends to display a greater sympathy to-
wards this group. Most of these individ-
uals entered legally with tourist visas,
primarily through the Madrid-Barajas Air-
port, overstaying their authorized period
of stay.

The history of Spain includes numer-
ous episodes of irregular emigration to
America and Europe. Far from a marginal
phenomenon, Spanish emigration to Eu-
rope in the 1960s was irregular. The per-
centage fluctuated between 40 % and
68 % depending on the year, according
to Babiano Mora and Fernandez Asperilla
(2003) and Calvo Salgado et al. (2009).
As occurs today with many Latin Ameri-
can immigrants residing in Spain, one mil-
lion Spaniards emigrated to Europe in the
1960s as tourists. They overstayed their
visas and later regularized their immigra-
tion status. They were subjected to strong
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prejudice and marked social stigmatiza-
tion. This often-forgotten historical expe-
rience should encourage us to address
contemporary immigration matters with
more political and institutional sensitivity.

To reduce the incidence of irregular im-
migration and the underground economy,
it is necessary to significantly increase the
number of visas issued. According to OPI
data, between 2010 and 2024, Spanish
consular offices granted an annual aver-
age of only 22 000 work visas. These fig-
ures are insufficient given the needs of the
Spanish labor market and its comparison
with other European countries. For exam-
ple, the Decreti Flussi approved by the gov-
ernment of Giorgia Meloni in Italy for the
2023-2025 period included an annual ap-
proval of 150 000 work visas for non-EU cit-
izens residing abroad.

Ultimately, the high number of undoc-
umented immigrants in Spain stems from
a discord between the limited number of
work visas granted and the actual needs
of the labor market. According to the INE’s
Quarterly Labor Cost Survey, the number
of job vacancies has steadily increased
over the last decade, growing from 56 000
in 2014 to 150 000 in 2024. Meanwhile,

the unemployment rate has fallen from
24.4 % to 11.3 %. Substantially increasing
the number of visas granted would make
it easier for employers to meet their labor
needs and would prevent immigrants and
their families from being exposed to pre-
carious situations, legal vulnerability, and
social exclusion.

Poverty and marginalization

Regardless of their origin, nationality, or
legal status, people living in poverty face
severe limitations in access to employ-
ment, education, and housing, which in-
creases the risk of engaging in certain sur-
vival crimes, such as theft and robbery
(Torres-Téllez, 2023).

Figure 4 shows the negative (non-causal)
ecological association existing between av-
erage income and crime rates. The excep-
tion is seen in the group from Asia and Oce-
ania, whose crime rates are significantly
lower than expected given their income
level. This suggests that, in addition to eco-
nomic factors, cultural and educational vari-
ables, such as strict community norms, also
play a relevant role.

FIGURE 4. Correlation between the standardized crime rate and the average annual earnings per worker (€) by
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According to the Annual Report of the
Bank of Spain (2024), between 2019 and
2024, approximately 76 % of all new job po-
sitions were filled by foreigners. Their arrival
filled the demand in sectors facing hiring dif-
ficulties such as agriculture, construction,
hospitality, and personal care. These sectors
are characterized by precarious employment
and low wages. Immigrants not only come in
search of opportunities, but they also respond
to a structural need of the Spanish economy.

Cuadrado and Regil (2025) estimated
that between 2022 and 2024, the for-
eign-born population in Spain contributed
24.1 % of the average annual growth of
GDP per capita, despite representing only
17.5 % of the population. This contribution,
which exceeds their demographic weight,
is explained by the younger age structure
and higher activity rates. These are fac-
tors which, together, compensate for lower
hourly productivity as compared to the na-
tive population. According to the INE, be-
tween 2007 and 2023, the average employ-
ment rate for the population aged 16 and
over was 48.2 % for Spanish nationals, as
compared to 55.9 % for EU nationals and
53.9 % for those from the rest of the world.

Those opposing current immigration of-
ten argue that a large proportion of new-
comers lack advanced training. However,
before aspiring to attract highly qualified
foreign talent, Spain should guarantee the
necessary conditions to retain its own. Ac-
cording to the INE, between 2019 and 2021,
approximately 26 000 Spaniards with uni-
versity degrees emigrated abroad annually,
along with nearly 50 000 foreign residents
having the same educational level.

With a service-based economy, a mod-
erately important industrial sector, a quite
low level of RandD, and labor-intensive ag-
riculture, restricting the presence of low-
skilled immigrants would not reduce crime
in Spain. On the contrary, it would harm
economic activity and reinforce vulnerabili-
ties that would foreseeably increase crime,
as the 2008 crisis demonstrated.

Access to social services

Access to housing, healthcare, and so-
cial assistance reduces stress, improves
living conditions, and is associated with
lower crime rates. Figure 5 suggests that

FIGURE 5. Correlation of standardized crime rates and homelessness rates by nationality in Spain (2022)
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the higher incidence of crime observed
among different groups of foreigners is
more closely related to barriers in access to
essential services, such as housing, than to
immigration status per se.

Cultural integration and associated social
conflicts

Gender violence

Certain values and attitudes toward
women and LGBTQ+ people in immi-
grants’ countries of origin may be prob-
lematic. Sexist and homophobic behav-
iors, still existing in certain social and
cultural contexts, may conflict with the
principles of equality in force in Spain.

The Ministry of Equality’s statistical
portal provides detailed information on
femicides, detailed by age and country of
birth (Spain or abroad) without specifying
the specific country, for both perpetra-
tors and victims. Between 2006 and 2024,
1094 murders of women were reported in
the context of a current or former part-
ner, representing an annual average of
fifty-eight cases. Figure 6 shows a signif-
icant difference in the standardized rates

according to the country of birth of the
perpetrator and the victim, with a notably
higher incidence among the foreign pop-
ulation. Foreign women suffer the greatest
violence at the hands of foreign men. The
data reveals a downward trend in femicide
rates, especially pronounced among peo-
ple born outside of Spain.

Although some of this gap may be due
to cultural differences in relationships, the
structural conditions that especially af-
fect immigrant women should not be ig-
nored: language barriers, lack of knowl-
edge of the protection system, economic
or emotional dependence, fear of de-
portation, and lack of support networks
(Sanz-Barbero et al., 2016).

Significant differences by nationality
are also observed in crimes against sexual
freedom and integrity. During the 2007-
2023 period, the standardized rate of sex-
ual offenses among foreign males was
24.3 per 100 000 adult males (Latin Amer-
icans, 33.6; Islam world, 29.3), as com-
pared to 11.4 for Spaniards (see Table A7
in the appendix).

The Ministry of the Interior’s statisti-
cal portal provides data on individuals ar-

FIGURE 6. Standardized rates of femicide within the context of current or former intimate partners, according
to the place of birth of the women killed and the male perpetrators (per million women and men,
respectively). Three-year moving average. Direct standardization
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rested or investigated for hate crimes re-
lated to sexual orientation and gender
identity. During the 2014-2023 period,
we have estimated the following crude
rates per million inhabitants by nationality:
Spaniards, 3.1; foreigners, 9.7 (Moroccan
and Algerian, 19.5; Latin American, 13.2).
It should be noted that the differences in
rates between foreigners and Spaniards
would almost certainly have been smaller
if we had been able to calculate standard-
ized rates.

These data highlight significant challenges
to coexistence, requiring the strengthening of
cultural integration policies and the promotion
of equality, especially in matters of gender
and sexual diversity.

Integration of the Muslim population

The social integration process of Muslim
communities requires specific attention,
given both their growing demographic
weight and the challenges of intercultural
coexistence. In December 2024, Spain
was home to 2.4 million Muslims, primar-
ily those of Moroccan origin. This rep-
resented approximately 5 % of the total
population (UCIDE, 2025). In light of these
figures, speaking of an “Islamist invasion”
is a disproportionate interpretation.

Studies by Aleksynska and Algan
(2010) and Heath and Schneider (2021)
have demonstrated that people from the
Maghreb face greater barriers to inte-
gration in Western Europe than other im-
migrant groups. These barriers manifest
themselves in access to employment,
language proficiency, civic participation,
identity formation, and trust in institutions
such as the police or the political sys-
tem. Even with the same level of educa-
tion, their performance across multiple in-
dicators is consistently worse than that of
people from other regions of the world.

On the other hand, authors such as
Sanders (2012) dismantled the stigmas

associating Muslim immigration with a
supposed lack of integration or with the
imposition of religious values. They estab-
lished a parallel with the prejudices affect-
ing Catholics or Jews during other histor-
ical times.

Public debate often links Islam with
security. This makes it necessary to dis-
tinguish between religion, immigration,
and extremism. The latter is limited to
a minority, although its effects may be
amplified in contexts of social exclusion
or institutional distrust. According to the
Ministry of the Interior’'s Map of the Fight
Against Jihadist Terrorism, between 2012
and June 2025, 720 arrests linked to this
threat were recorded in Spain, equivalent
to an annual average of approximately
53. According to Reinares (2024), 36 %
of those arrested for jihadist terrorism be-
tween 2004 and 2023 were first-genera-
tion immigrants, and 52 % were born in
Spain to immigrant parents (mainly of Mo-
roccan and Algerian origin). However, first
and foremost, jihadist terrorism must be
addressed as a serious security problem,
and not solely as an immigration issue.

The data on crime from Table 3 show a
clear heterogeneity amongst the foreign-
ers coming from primarily Muslim coun-
tries. Algeria (3161) and Morocco (1553)
clearly exceed the Spanish rate (675),
while Mali (613) and Pakistan (436) are be-
low it; Senegal (1108) is below the aver-
age for the overall set of foreigners (1294).
This diversity makes generalizations less
than recommended. It calls for integration
policies that are tailored to the context.
Crime statistics do not support the thesis
of a supposed incompatibility between Is-
lam and Western values.

Integration as a gradual process

Language proficiency and adaptation to
social nhorms promote integration and re-
duce the likelihood of criminal behavior
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(Martinez-Schuldt and Martinez, 2017).
These processes are gradual and vary in
duration depending on personal circum-
stances and context. According to the
2021 EPA special module, 76 % of im-
migrants aged 15 to 74 residing in Spain
(and 58 % of those not of Latin Ameri-
can origin) report having advanced or na-
tive-level proficiency in Spanish. This is
a favorable indicator of their potential for
future integration.

Over time, most immigrants acquire
the language, assimilate the norms, and
integrate into the host society. This grad-
ual adaptation may explain the results of
longitudinal studies, which reveal that,
far from increasing crime, immigrants in
fact often reduce it (Kubrin and Ousey,
2023). Therefore, it is important not to
base crime analyses solely on cross-sec-
tional data, which may present a distorted
picture, as it focuses on newcomers with-
out reflecting the impact of gradual inte-
gration.

Rural/urban residence

Crime rates tend to be higher in urban
areas as compared to rural ones, due
to factors such as population density,
anonymity, community disorganization,
and the existence of criminal subcultures
(Ceccato, 2015).

Hernando Sanz (2016) found that, in
Spain, there is a strong correlation be-
tween the population size and crime vol-
ume. In our statistical models (see Table
1), the percentage of the population re-
siding in urban areas appears as a highly
significant factor associated with crime
rates. According to data from the INE, in
2021, 52.2 % of all Spanish citizens lived
in cities having populations of fifty thou-
sand or more, a figure that increases to
57.6 % for the foreign population. This
suggests that crime rates among immi-

grants may be overrepresented due to
their greater concentration in urban areas.

Therefore, proposing a reduction in
migration flows, even illegal ones, as a
strategy to combat crime would be inef-
fective, since there are much more deci-
sive underlying factors.

CONCLUSIONS

This study underscores the complexity of
the relationship between immigration and
crime in Spain. It challenges simplistic nar-
ratives that link the two directly. Our models
reveal that, when taking into account other
covariates, a larger foreign population is
not associated with higher provincial crime
rates.

Comparing crude crime rates between
populations with different age and sex
structures can be misleading. Standardiza-
tion improves comparability since after ad-
justing for age and sex, the gap between
the rates of Spaniards and foreigners de-
creases by at least 48 %. Moreover, dis-
aggregating the data by geographic origin
reveals substantial heterogeneity, demon-
strating that any homogeneous interpreta-
tion of criminal behavior among the immi-
grant population as a whole is unwarranted.

The study describes consistent associ-
ations with age, sex, urbanization, poverty,
and access to services. It also observes
that some criminal dynamics commonly at-
tributed to immigration are actually due to
non-migratory phenomena, such as short-
stay tourism or transnational organized
crime.

The data reveal significant differences
between the native and foreign populations
in areas such as violence against women,
sexual offenses, and crimes motivated by
sexual orientation.

This study finds no evidence of a posi-
tive association between irregular immigra-
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tion status and crime. Research conducted
in other countries has even suggested re-
ductions in crime following regularization
programs. Far from posing a threat to pub-
lic safety, regularization policies may help
reduce crime by facilitating access to le-
gal employment and promoting social inte-
gration. Conversely, restricting immigration
could negatively affect economic function-
ing and, ultimately, may contribute to higher
levels of criminal activity.

In short, immigration status alone does
not account for variations in crime once de-
mographic and contextual differences are
taken into account. Instead, the evidence
underscores the importance of structural
and institutional factors.
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ONLINE APPENDIX

Analysis of crime levels among the adult population in Spain according to nationality,
2007-2023

TABLE A1. Variable correlation tables

Model 1
% Foreigners Unemployment % City Sexratio Mean Age Education
Rate
% Foreigners 1
Unemployment Rate -0.070 1
City 0.176 0.253 1
Sex ratio 0.425 0.149 -0.102 1
Mean Age -0.576 -0.586 -0.397 -0.365 1
Education -0.020 -0.540 0.240 -0.440 0.140 1
Model 2
S £ [
s 85 8§ <=8 o = > 2 < 2
252 22 % 8% 2 §e¢ S5 < § S
28 &% ® =82 & 52 =¥ & = &
% European 1
countries minus the
EU
% EU countries 0.434 1
without Spain
% Africa 0.974 0.363 1
% Latin America 0.213 0527 0246 1
% Asia 0.338 0492 0.311 0.804 1
Unemployment Rate 0.118 -0.139 0.085 -0.493 -0.237 1
% City 0.285 -0.084 0.306 0.054 0.176 0.253 1
Sex ratio 0.548 0.347 0.563 -0.149 -0.117 0.149 -0.102 1
Mean Age -0.613 -0.313 -0.617 -0.158 -0.307 -0.586 -0.398 -0.365 1
Education -0.140 -0.140 -0.070 0.470 0.330 -0.540 0.240 -0.440 0.140 1

Source: Author’s own creation based on data from the INE.
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TABLE A2. Variance inflation factor

Variable Model 1 Model 2
% Foreigners 3.02

% EU countries without Spain 3.16
% European countries minus the EU 37.50
% Africa 39.36
% Latin America 7.53
% Asia 4.04
Mean Age 5.23 5.86
Unemployment Rate 518 6.39
Sex ratio 1.75 2.99
% City 1.47 1.64
Education 2.88 3.04

Source: Author’s own creation based on data from the INE.

Although certain origin-related variables
display high collinearity, their inclusion al-
lows for the description of different patterns
of association. Since collinearity can inflate
variance and destabilize individual coeffi-
cients, we interpret them with caution, fo-
cusing on global patterns and sensitivity
analysis. Validity depends on specification
consistent with the causal framework and
avoiding problematic controls such as con-
founders, mediators, or colliders.

The decision to retain these variables
was based on the hypothesis that the as-
sociation between geographic origin and

TABLE AS3. List of countries in each geographic group

crime is not homogeneous but varies sig-
nificantly across regions. Excluding them
could introduce omission bias and reduce
the model’s ability to reflect the actual rela-
tionships among variables. Although multi-
collinearity may inflate the variance of indi-
vidual coefficients, it does not compromise
the model’s ability to provide valuable infor-
mation about the relative influence of each
region on the phenomenon under study.
Given the high collinearity among some re-
gions of origin, we interpret the individual
coefficients with caution, focusing on over-
all patterns rather than isolated effects.

Western European Union: Germany, Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Denmark, Finland, France, Greece, Ireland,
Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Portugal, United Kingdom (until January 2020), Sweden.

Eastern European Union: Bulgaria, Croatia (since 2013), Slovenia, Hungary, Romania, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Poland, Czech Republic, Slovak Republic.

Affluent countries (not EU): Andorra, Australia, Canada, South Korea, United States, Iceland, Israel, Japan,
Liechtenstein, Monaco, Norway, New Zealand, United Kingdom (since January 2020), San Marino, Holy See,
Singapore, Switzerland, Taiwan.

Eastern Europe (not EU): Albania, Armenia, Belarus, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia (2007-2012), Georgia,
North Macedonia, Moldova, Montenegro, Russia, Serbia, Ukraine and other European countries.

Sub-Saharan Africa: Angola, Benin, Botswana, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cape Verde, Cameroon, Chad,
Comoros, Congo, Ivory Coast, Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Equatorial Guinea,
Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho, Liberia, Madagascar, Malawi, Mali, Mozambique, Namibia, Niger, Nigeria, Central
African Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Rwanda, Sdo Tomé and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leone,
Somalia, South Africa, Sudan, South Sudan, Eswatini, Tanzania, Togo, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe, and other
African countries.
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TABLE AS3. List of countries in each geographic group (Continuation)

Islamic world: Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, Azerbaijan, Bahrain, Egypt, United Arab Emirates, Iran,
Irag, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Mauritania, Oman, Pakistan,
Palestine, Qatar, Syria, Tajikistan, Tunisia, Turkmenistan, Turkey, Uzbekistan and Yemen.

Asia and the Pacific: Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, Cambodia, China, North Korea, Fiji, Philippines, India,
Indonesia, Cook Islands, Marshall Islands, Kiribati, Laos, Malaysia, Maldives, Mauritius, Micronesia, Mongolia,
Myanmar, Nauru, Nepal, Palau, Samoa, Seychelles, Sri Lanka, Thailand, East Timor, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu,
Vietnam.

Latin America: Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Dominican Republic, Uruguay, and
Venezuela. Additionally, although the following countries are not strictly part of Latin America, they have been
included in this group because the number of immigrants from them is very small and barely alters the region's
overall result: Antigua and Barbuda, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Dominica, Grenada, Guyana, Haiti, Jamaica,
Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Saint Lucia, Suriname, and Trinidad and Tobago.

Stateless persons.

TABLE A4. Proportional distribution of the adult population (both sexes) residing in Spain during the 2021-2023
period (standard population)

Age Proportion
18-20 0.03719
21-25 0.06159
26-30 0.06570
31-35 0.07147
36-40 0.08301
41-50 0.19923
51-60 0.18015
61-70 0.13785
>70 0.16380

Source: Author’s own creation based on data from the INE.

TABLE A5. Proportional distribution of the resident population in Spain during the 2021-2023 period by sex

Age Men Women
18+ years 0.4851 0.5149

Source: Author’s own creation based on data from the INE.
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TABLE A6. Standardized crime rates (per 100,000 inhabitants) of the adult population in Spain, classified by sex
and nationality (2007-2023) with 95 % confidence intervals. Direct standardization

ALL CRIMES (5,546,965 crimes; 100 %)

Both sexes Men Women

Nationality 9 e s 9

o o) gl

s 88 3 38 %o 38

B & § o e 5o o F 5o

g2 g% sz g% fe g°F

5 £ 58 b3 58 5 £ 58

»n O o £ w e o £ »n O O £
Eastern Europe (not EU) 1,669 [1,654-1,683] 2,832 [2,803 -2,860] 573 [662 - 584]
Balkans and Georgia 6,018 [5,935-6,102] 9,185 [9,039-9,332] 3,034 [2,950 - 3,118]
Russia 1,132 [1,108-1,156] 1,878 [1,830 - 1,925] 429 [414 - 444]
Ukraine 945 [929 - 962] 1,674  [1,642-1,707] 259 [247 - 270]
Latin America 1,662 [1,656 -1,668] 2,986 [2,973 - 2,998] 415 [411 - 419]
Ecuador 2,377 [2,359-2,396] 4,423 [4,387 - 4,460] 450 [438 - 461]
Dominican Republic 2,072 [2,040-2,103] 3,677 [3,616-3,738] 560 [540 - 579]
Cuba 1,898 [1,868-1,927] 3,191 [3,134 - 3,248] 679 [657 - 701]
Colombia 1,880 [1,863-1,896] 3,320 [3,287 - 3,352] 523 [513 - 533]
Peru 1,732 [1,709-1,754] 3,057 [3,013 - 3,101] 483 [469 - 498]
Bolivia 1,619  [1,591-1,647] 2,975 [2,920 - 3,030] 342 [325 - 359]
Nicaragua 1,235 [1,135-1,334] 2,268 [2,064 -2,471] 261 [243 - 280]
Brazil 1,135 [1,105-1,164] 1,785 [1,726 - 1,843] 522 [506 - 539]
Honduras 1,119 [1,078-1,161] 2,105 [2,021 - 2,190] 190 [176 - 204]
Paraguay 1,101  [1,068-1,134] 1,968 [1,902 - 2,034] 284 [267 - 301]
Argentina 959 [943 - 975] 1,637  [1,606 - 1,667] 320 [307 - 333]
Venezuela 943 [927 - 960] 1,627  [1,595 - 1,659] 299 [288 - 310]
Mexico 640 [603 - 677] 1,136 [1,063 - 1,209] 172 [151 - 193]
Islamic world 1,537 [1,5630-1,544] 2,844 [2,830 - 2,858] 306 [300 - 311]
Algeria 3,161 [3,122-3,201] 5,986 [5,910 - 6,062] 500 [472 - 529]
Morocco 1,553 [1,545-1,561] 2,875 [2,860 - 2,890] 307 [301 - 313]
Pakistan 436 [423 - 449] 824 [800 - 848] 70 [60 - 81]
Sub-Saharan Africa 1,311 [1,290-1,331] 2,170 [2,132 - 2,207] 501 [482 - 520]
Nigeria 1,829 [1,662-1,997] 2,824 [2,505 - 3,144] 892  [768-1017]
Senegal 1,108 [1,072-1,145] 1,939 [1,880 - 1,999] 326 [283 - 369]
Mali 613 [552 - 673] 1,070  [957 - 1,183] 182 [133 - 231]
All foreigners 1,294 [1,292-1,296] 2,281 [2,277 - 2,286] 364 [362 - 366]
Eastern EU 1,265 [1,257 -1,273] 2,159 [2,145 - 2,174] 423 [417 - 428]
Romania 1,318  [1,308-1,328] 2,262 [2,242 - 2,281] 428  [422 - 435
Poland 1,056 [1,025-1,086] 1,924 [1,864 - 1,985] 238 [222 - 253]
Bulgaria 932 [918 - 945] 1,420 [1,395 - 1,445] 472 [459 - 485]
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TABLE A6. Standardized crime rates (per 100,000 inhabitants) of the adult population in Spain, classified by sex

and nationality (2007-2023) with 95 % confidence intervals. Direct standardization (Continuation)

ALL CRIMES (5,546,965 crimes; 100 %)

Both sexes Men Women
Nationality 5 ;\3 08>_ ;\3 5 ;\‘o‘
Ne 38 5 38 e 38
T w c 0 w_ < 5 T ® c »
g5 8% 53 8% g% &%
s £ 52 @3 £ s 3 £ 5 g
n O o £ w L (G wn O O£
Western EU 888  [883-892] 1,564 [1,555-1,573] 250  [246 - 254]
France 1,636 [1,617-1,655] 2,976 [2,939-3,014] 373  [360 - 386
Belgium 1,411 [1,376-1,446] 2,513 [2,446-2,579] 374 [348 - 400]
Portugal 1,262  [1245-1278] 2,182 [2,152-2,211] 395  [380 - 410]
Netherlands 994  [970-1,019] 1,766 [1,719-1,813] 267  [249 - 285]
United Kingdom (EU) 778 [767 - 789] 1,399 [1,377 - 1,420] 193 [186 - 201]
Germany 661 650 - 673] 1,146 [1,124-1,168] 205  [196 - 214]
Italy 593  [585-602] 1,007  [991 - 1,022] 204  [196-212]
Affluent countries (not EU) 772 [760 - 785] 1,367 [1,343-1,391] 212 [203 - 221]
Switzerland 1,189 [1,134-1,245] 2,086 [1,980 - 2,191] 345 [304 - 385]
United Kingdom (not EU) 1,009 [984-1,033] 1,752 [1,706-1,798] 308  [290 - 327]
Norway 692  [650-734] 1,264 [1,181-1,346] 153  [127-179
United States 422 [404 - 440] 736 [701 - 771] 126 [112 -140]
Spain 675 [674-675] 1,163 [1,162-1,164] 215 [214-215]
Asia and the Pacific 426  [418 - 434] 714  [700 - 729] 155  [148-162]
India 438 [416 - 460] 816  [773-859] 82 [67 - 96]
China 431 [422 - 441] 698 [682 - 715] 180  [170- 189
Philippines 360  [338-381] 646  [604 - 689] 89 [77 - 102]

Note: In the “All foreigners” group, stateless persons are also included, as well as cases of unknown nationality.
95 % Cl by normal approximation of the age-standardized rates (direct standardization), with k=100,000, Z=1.96, wi weights

(sum to 1) and variance X wi? ri¢/di under Poisson assumption.
Source: Author’s own creation based on data from the INE.

NOTE FOR THE READERS

The data shown in Table A7 were calculated
using the indirect standardization method.
This procedure involves applying the age-
specific crime rates of a standard population
to the age structure of the target population
in order to obtain the expected number of ca-
ses, and subsequently, a standardized rate.
In this study, the adult population residing

in Spain during 2021-2023 was used as the
standard. To calculate the joint standardized
rates for both sexes, the proportional sex dis-
tribution of the population aged 18 and over
residing in Spain during the same period was
also used (see Tables A5 and A8).

The results obtained through indirect
standardization have limitations in terms of
comparability, since the principle of transiti-
vity does not apply in this context. The stan-
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dardized crime index can only be compared
with the reference population, namely, ra-
tes by sex and age for the total population
of Spain in 2021-2023. When working with
very large populations and the age and sex
distribution patterns do not differ structura-
lly between groups, the estimates produced
by indirect standardization are typically very
similar to those obtained through direct stan-
dardization. Table 3 was constructed using
both methods, and the results showed mi-
nimal differences. Therefore, although cau-
tion is advised, in contexts such as the one
analyzed, the comparative trends reflected
in the indirectly standardized indices may be
considered robust and considerably reliable.

These figures should not be interpreted
as a direct indication of a higher propensity
for crime associated with a specific natio-
nality or migrant group. The observed rates
are shaped by multiple structural factors—
such as poverty, social exclusion, legal sta-
tus, and working conditions—which affect
different groups in varying ways. Using
these data outside of their methodological
context and without acknowledging their li-
mitations may lead to reductionist or stig-
matizing interpretations, which are contrary
to the purpose of this study. Under no cir-
cumstances should they be used to justify
xenophobic narratives or to support discri-
minatory policies.

TABLE A7. Standardized crime rates (per 100,000 inhabitants) of the adult population in Spain, classified by
sex, geographical area and type of crime (2007-2023). Indirect standardization

HOMICIDE AND ITS FORMS (T1) (20,687 crimes; 0.37 %)

Both sexes Men Women
Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio
Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate compared to
the Spanish the Spanish the Spanish
rate rate rate
Eastern Europe (not 5.8 2.2 10.2 2.1 1.6 3.2
EV)
Latin America 5.6 2.2 10.4 2.2 1.1 2.2
Sub-Saharan Africa 5.0 1.9 9.1 1.9 1.1 2.2
Islamic world 4.9 1.9 9.5 2.0 0.6 1.2
All foreigners 4.6 1.8 8.5 1.8 0.9 1.8
Eastern EU 4.0 1.5 7.3 1.5 0.8 1.6
Western EU 3.7 1.4 6.7 14 0.9 1.7
Affluent countries (not 2.9 1.1 5.2 1.1 0.7 1.4
EV)
Asia and the Pacific 2.7 1.0 5.2 1.1 0.3 0.6
Spain 2.6 1.0 4.8 1.0 0.5 1.0
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TABLE A7. Standardized crime rates (per 100,000 inhabitants) of the adult population in Spain, classified by
sex, geographical area and type of crime (2007-2023). Indirect standardization (Continuation)

AGAINST FREEDOM AND SEXUAL INTEGRITY (T8) (47,622 crimes; 0.86 %)

29

Both sexes Men Women
Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio
Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate compared to
the Spanish the Spanish the Spanish
rate rate rate
Latin America 171 3.0 33.6 3.1 1.5 2.5
Sub-Saharan Africa 15.4 2.7 22.4 2.0 8.9 14.7
Islamic world 14.4 2.6 29.3 2.7 0.4 0.7
All foreigners 12.6 2.2 24.3 2.2 1.6 2.6
Eastern EU 11.5 2.0 20.8 1.9 2.7 4.4
Eastern Europe (not 9.5 1.7 17.6 1.6 1.9 3.2
EU)
Affluent countries (not 8.6 1.5 17.7 1.6 0.0 0.0
EU)
Western EU 7.1 1.3 14.2 1.3 0.4 0.7
Asia and the Pacific 5.7 1.0 11.0 1.0 0.6 1.0
Spain 5.6 1.0 1.4 1.0 0.2 0.3
INJURIES (T3) (842,275 crimes; 15.2 %)
Both sexes Men Women
Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio
Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate compared to
the Spanish the Spanish the Spanish
rate rate rate
Latin America 272 3.6 487 3.9 70 2.4
Islamic world 230 3.0 422 3.4 48 1.6
Sub-Saharan Africa 204 2.7 316 2.5 98 3.3
All foreigners 198 2.6 356 2.9 50 1.7
Eastern Europe (not 164 2.2 293 2.3 42 1.4
EU)
Eastern EU 159 2.1 293 2.3 32 1.1
Affluent countries (not 155 2.0 283 2.3 35 1.2
EU)
Western EU 137 1.8 251 2.0 30 1.0
Asia and the Pacific 97 1.3 175 1.4 23 0.8
Spain 76 1.0 125 1.0 1.0
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TABLE A7. Standardized crime rates (per 100,000 inhabitants) of the adult population in Spain, classified by
sex, geographical area and type of crime (2007-2023). Indirect standardization (Continuation)

AGAINST COLLECTIVE SAFETY AND AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER (T17 and T22) (2,095,713 crimes; 37.8 %)
Both sexes Men Women
Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio

Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate compared to

the Spanish the Spanish the Spanish

rate rate rate
Latin America 762 3.0 1.442 3.1 121 2.3
Eastern Europe (not 517 2.1 947 2.1 112 2.1
EV)
All foreigners 483 1.9 902 2.0 89 1.7
Islamic world 426 1.7 827 1.8 49 0.9
Sub-Saharan Africa 407 1.6 747 1.6 86 1.6
Western EU 397 1.6 706 1.5 106 2.0
Eastern EU 360 1.4 680 1.5 57 1.1
Affluent countries (not 353 1.4 622 1.4 99 1.9
EV)
Spain 251 1.0 460 1.0 53 1.0
Asia and the Pacific 122 0.5 228 0.5 23 0.4

AGAINST FREEDOM AND TORTURE AND MORAL INTEGRITY (T6, 77 and T7Bis) (403,964 crimes; 7.3 %)
Both sexes Men Women
Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio

Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate compared to

the Spanish the Spanish the Spanish
rate rate rate
Islamic world 86 1.6 165 1.7 13 1.1
Latin America 83 1.5 156 1.6 14 1.2
Eastern EU 73 1.4 139 1.4 12 1.0
Eastern Europe (not 63 1.2 117 1.2 12 1.1
EV)
Sub-Saharan Africa 56 1.0 86 0.9 27 2.4
Spain 54 1.0 98 1.0 11 1.0
All foreigners 52 1.0 97 1.0 9 0.8
Western EU 49 0.9 93 0.9 7 0.6
Affluent countries (not 43 0.8 83 0.8 5 0.4
EV)
Asia and the Pacific 21 0.4 37 0.4 S 05
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TABLE A7. Standardized crime rates (per 100,000 inhabitants) of the adult population in Spain, classified by
sex, geographical area and type of crime (2007-2023). Indirect standardization (Continuation)

AGAINST PUBLIC ASSETS AND THE TREASURY (T13 and T14) (1,546,330 crimes; 27.9 %)
Both sexes Men Women

Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio
Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate compared to

the Spanish the Spanish the Spanish

rate rate rate
Eastern Europe (not 701 3.8 1.107 4.0 319 3.3
EV)
Islamic world 535 2.9 973 3.5 123 1.3
Eastern EU 504 2.7 746 2.7 276 2.8
All foreigners 370 2.0 589 21 163 1.7
Sub-Saharan Africa 304 1.6 449 1.6 168 1.7
Latin America 274 1.5 409 1.5 147 1.5
Western EU 185 1.0 299 1.1 78 0.8
Spain 185 1.0 277 1.0 97 1.0
Affluent countries (not 131 0.7 217 0.8 50 0.5
EV)
Asia and the Pacific 99 0.5 143 0.5 58 0.6

FALSEHOODS AGAINST PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION AND JUSTICE (T18, T19 and T20) (437,358 crimes; 7.9 %)
Both sexes Men Women

Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio Standardized Ratio
Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate comparedto Crime Rate compared to

the Spanish the Spanish the Spanish

rate rate rate
Eastern Europe (not 177 3.4 324 3.6 39 2.3
EV)
Sub-Saharan Africa 161 3.1 255 2.8 72 4.3
Islamic world 130 2.5 227 2.5 39 2.3
Latin America 110 2.1 199 2.2 25 1.5
All foreigners 100 1.9 181 2.0 24 1.5
Eastern EU 82 1.6 152 1.7 16 1.0
Western EU 58 1.1 107 1.2 12 0.7
Spain 52 1.0 90 1.0 17 1.0
Affluent countries (not 46 0.9 86 1.0 10 0.6
EV)
Asia and the Pacific 42 0.8 73 0.8 13 0.8

Source: Author’s own creation based on data from the INE.
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The results presented in Table A7 in-
dicate that, upon controlling for age and
sex, crime rates among the foreign po-
pulation exceed those of the Spanish po-
pulation in most crime categories. A di-
saggregated analysis by sex and type of

crime reveals distinct patterns for men
and women. These differences are pro-
nounced both quantitatively and qualita-
tively, reflecting structural factors as well
as cultural, institutional, and gender dy-
namics.

TABLE A8. Specific crime rates (per 100,000 inhabitants) of the entire adult population residing in Spain during

the 2021-2023 period (crime-type rates)
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18-20 2,219.7 6.28 18.8 436.0 537.7 126.9 974.7 103.6
21-25 22637  5.94 17.7 423.8 7417 153.1 760.3 139.2
26-30 2,181.0  4.98 17.5 388.0 738.1 182.0 665.7 150.7
31-35 2,0536  4.40 15.4 349.2 648.1 203.0 623.5 160.2
36-40 1,760.8 3.94 14.0 295.9 540.0 190.8 523.0 141.4
41-50 1,1568.0 3.13 10.0 188.6 372.6 136.0 320.7 91.8
51-60 615.7 2.11 6.5 95.4 218.7 75.2 158.8 44.2
61-70 251.2 0.92 4.7 40.9 83.1 34.3 65.8 15.2
71+ 67.2  0.39 2.1 13.2 15.3 12.2 18.4 3.7
Brute crime rate 1,045 2.8 9.3 180 333 104 319 74

Source: Author’s own creation based on data from the INE.
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